
R. Michael Conley, chairman and CEO of the Conley Family Foundation and founder of Weathering 
the Storm, LLC, is a former senior executive of a Fortune 500 company and active on a number 
of boards and advisory groups. Conley graduated from the University of Minnesota after serving 
in the United States Navy during the Vietnam War and later completed a postgraduate business 
program at Stanford University. Author of the award-winning book Lethal Trajectories, Conley has 
taught college-level courses on the perfect storm and regularly posts articles on his website. He 
and his wife, Sharon, live in Plymouth, Minnesota, with kids and grandkids in the Twin Cities area.

The Covid-19 pandemic has revealed how quickly existing conditions can crumble under 
stress. A crisis of a far greater magnitude—the Perfect Storm—looms in our pathway, 
but we don’t see it coming. Feeling its early tremors, we are borrowing heavily on our 
future to sustain an unsustainable paradigm, and mortgaging, in effect, the American 
Dream for future generations while jeopardizing our own.

Please visit: WeatheringTheStorm.net

“Americans know down in their bones that things are deeply amiss and that  
the colliding forces of geopolitical strife, climate change, debt, and ecological loss 
cannot go on forever. R. Michael Conley’s Mortgaging the American Dream is 
a sober and disturbing read, but also uplifting in its vision for reenergizing the 
American Dream in a way that is profound and more authentic than the mythos  

of the past.” 
—Michael Noble, Executive Director, Fresh Energy

“Sometimes a book comes along that speaks so deeply to what we all know in our hearts is true, it permanently 
changes the way we see the world and our place in it. R. Michael Conley’s Mortgaging the American Dream is one of 
those books. Read it. Give it to your friends and every elected official who represents you.”                                                                                                                                   
—Rolf Nordstrom, President & CEO, Great Plains Institute

“As a seasoned polar explorer, I’m drawn to challenges and seek out the edge on my adventures, where I believe 
learning occurs. We are on that edge in society, as R. Michael Conley makes clear in Mortgaging the American 
Dream. Conley’s book explores the systemic issues of climate change, debt, energy, geopolitical threats, and ecological 
self-destruction in a way that helps us see the interconnected impacts our actions are having now and for future 
generations. It’s not often an author can make clear the interrelatedness of these issues and the trajectories we are 
headed toward, but Conley does so in a way that connects the dots and motivates us to awaken to the threats and 
take action to change course.”
—Will Steger, National Geographic polar explorer, and founder, Climate Generation: A Will Steger Legacy    
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